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about speculators in coal, who put up prices in
the middle of winter and make it harder for mil-
lions of poor folks to warm their dwellings. He
sketched " a little tragedy in three acts." In the
first, poor people, chilly and damp, were crowd-
ing round a handful of fire in the grate. The
second act showed the colliers preparing for " a
grim battle to secure some approach to a living
wage " in an age which had seen mine-owners
gain unexampled fortunes. Scene of the third
act-a Coal Exchange, where "well-groomed,
capable, alert men made their living by selling
what they bought for more than they had paid
for it." The curtain falls on their raising prices -
3^. a ton in the better kinds of coal, $s. 6d. a ton
on that used by the poor ; and " standing each
other champagne suppers over their stroke of
luck/'
Then Hardie turned to a conference held in
Cardiff " to consider the social problem and
the relation of the Christian Churches thereto."
Someone taking part in this had suggested, as the
thing most needful, " a change of heart." This
brought the article to its climax. Were not the
Cory Brothers, who operated on the London and
Cardiff Coal Exchanges, men whose hearts had
already been changed ? They had a reputation
for princely support of Christian work. Well,
the central fact was this :
" The respectable,  church-going men who
are, without cause, raising the price of coal in